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MESSAGE

This year, we were able to publish another superb collection
of wonderful pieces brimming with humor.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all
applicants, and all those involved for their efforts.

The chosen theme of ‘humor’ is rare in Japan for a photo
contest. The contest takes place in Saitama City due to
the city’'s association with Kitazawa Rakuten, a pioneer of
modern Japanese manga (comic books).

Saitama City treats the essential characteristic of “humor”
in manga as part of the city’s distinctive and unique culture.
It is with great delight that this year we celebrate the 34th
edition of this contest.

Every year, the “Saitama City Humor Photo Contest” receives
submissions from applicants of all ages, including children
and older individuals.

We hope you enjoy the many different takes on humor,
including photos both posed and candid, as well as the
exquisite titles that expertly describe them.

Additionally, Saitama City is hosting the “Saitama City
International Cartoon Festival” and the “Saitama City
Kitazawa Rakuten Manga Award” concurrently with this
contest. Furthermore, the Cartoon Art Museum (located
in Bonsaicho, Kita Ward) and Plaza North both serve as
cultural hubs for the promotion of various activities relating
to “cartoons” and “humor”. We appreciate your continued
support and cooperation in fostering the culture of cartoons
and humor, and invite you to explore these places of humor

in your own time.

Hayato Shimizu, Mayor of Saitama City
November 2025
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Review of Saitama City Humor Photo Contest 2025
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Judges
Arai Taro Manga Artist; Saitama Tourism Ambassador
Iwase Nami Editorial Department, Acore Omiya Local Town Magazine
Kono Kazunori Editorial Board Member, The Photographic Society of Japan; Former Editor-in-Chief, Nippon Camera
Kobayashi Susumu Standing Committee Member, Saitama Prefectural Headquarters, All-Japan Association of
Photographic Societies
Sanyutei Rakusyo Rakugo Performer; Saitama Tourism Ambassador
Suzuki Masuo Photographer; Member of The Photographic Society of Japan; Former Photographer, Shukan Josei
Yokoyama Kotaro 2nd-Year Student, Saitama Municipal Omiya Kita High School, Photography Club Member
Yosida Aori 2nd-Year Student, Saitama Municipal Omiya Kita High School, Photography Club Member
*Honorific titles are omitted.
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Comments from the Judges
The Saitama City Humor Photo Contest is celebrating its 34th anniversary this year. As with last year, we received many
entries this year from the younger generation, hinting that taking photos with smartphones and tablets has become a
routine and established part of daily life from a young age. This year, we once again received around 2,000 entries from a
wide range of age groups, from the young to the elderly.
While freedom of expression in public spaces has become more challenging due to an increased respect for individual
rights in recent years, this year’ s submissions include a diverse range of works accompanied by captivating titles, many
expressing humor in a direct way.
By continuing this contest, we hope to receive many more “humor photos” in the future that bring joy and brightness to
those who see them.
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Invitation to The Saitama Humor Photo Contest 2025 : Entry Guidelines
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Saitama City focuses on one aspect of humorous culture
based on cartoon art, as the place that is remembered with
Rakuten Kitazawa, the father of the modern Japanese
cartoon. Great efforts have been poured into projects about
cartoon. This contest is one of such projects. Speaking of a
humorous culture, humorous incidents in our daily lives
create a pleasant sensation. Taking this into account, the
Humor Photo Contest has been held, in which wide
generations are able to participate. We are pleased to invite
you herewith to apply for the contest.

BETheme: Humor
Photographs, taken by accident or on purpose, that contain
humor, are acceptable.
Composite photos are not subject to review.

HEEntry regulations:
Entrants can send in a maximum of 5 photographs. 2L paper
size(127mmx178mm)~Quarter size(254mmx>305mm). Both
monochrome and color are accepted, digital camera can also
be used. Entry is limited to original works that have not
formerly been displayed or exhibited and to which the
entrant holds all applicable rights. *The work must be
approved by the subject (person, building, artwork, etc.)and
must not infringe on the copyright, portrait rights, or other
rights of a third party. *“Works that have won prizes in other
contests or that have been submitted to other contests
currently underway, including similar works, are not eligible.
The content may be changed or cancelled due to unavoidable
circumstances, such as the impact of new coronavirus
infection. In such cases, entries will not be returned and
printing and shipping costs will not be refunded.
Anyone can enter the contest with free of charge. (Shipping
fee is borne by participants)” The application form must be
filled and attached to the back side of each photograph.”No
photographs will be returned to the entrants.Photos that
exceed the score or are outside the size limit will not be
reviewed. We can not file objections regarding screening
and display of prize-winning works. *Entrants agree to
fully indemnify the organizer and accept all responsibility for
any third-party complaints or objections concerning
copyright or other intellectual property rights infringement
or damages arising from the works submitted.
*please make sure to check the box indicating your
agreement to the application guidelines. Those without a
check will not be considered for review.

HEPrize:
Grand Prize 100,000 yen (1) Excellent Prize 50,000 yen (3)
/Junior prize 10,000 yen worth of book vouchers (1)
Honorable Mention 10,000 yen (30) Citations Gifts (50)

BMDeadline: August 31, 2025

HENotification of the prize:
Prizes winners will be notified by email by the Organizer by
the middle October.
Email: event@plazanorth.jp

BAddress (Organizer):
Plaza North, Saitama City
1-852-1 Miyahara-cho, Kita Ward, Saitama-shi, Saitama 331-
0812, Japan
/Phone: 81-48-653-9255 Fax: 81-48-653-9288
http:/ . www.plazanorth.jp,/

HERight of ownership:
The organizer holds ownership rights for the photographs
that win the prize described above. Those photos will be
used for materials which might be sold, as well as publicity
by Saitama City and Plaza North.
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GRAND PRIZE

MEIZZFY Rice ball face

i 48N Watanabe Yuto
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EEx
EXCELLENT PRIZE

Eﬂ 75\ '5 b‘i% Hatching from an egg
ER BF Kurihara Yoko
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*GD:F L;jj_ How my husband dries clothes
el EtF  Shibasaki Keiko
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EEx
EXCELLENT PRIZE

B (E R TUVE The cat is watching
&l #FHE Minagawa Haruna
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YazZr8e
Junior prize

5 Bwb\bb\b‘ﬁﬂé/\l (335&3/0) My cute mom (Actually dad)

Bl EEH  Katsuyama Haruya
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AR
EXTRA PRIZE

BEB,% l/ i 3’ T'll let myself in

AE =i Asano Mituo

AFEEJ‘ I A Human chess

W F  Asayama Noboru
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B&Eﬁxﬁ*ﬁ@b”’ Why I failed the entrance exam
AT AE  Ikenishi Mayu

F 2 Smooch
Ml 3&— Ichikawa Seiichi

14 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025
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EXTRA PRIZE

ME1 Morth)
XB FEM Otani Yosuke

7 14 R Face
%R BA Kasahara Akira

2025 csWfeEm 1—E7274RJVFRAK 15



14 v v F ¥ — Niece catcher
BB & Kajitani Hiroshi

ECEFT?ZZFEFT! How far ? This far !
fNEE 3|EZ  Kato Yasuhiko

16 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025
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EXTRA PRIZE

(: "3 &J > C Staring contest
#E & Kamano Hiroshi

Hgﬁ Rump roast
AR AM  Kawarazaki Hisakazu
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:5 5 '}\ bEﬁ)/\ L Just a little more !
B/ FX Kusama Toshio

/\T'U'D ‘/&’\'Eﬁﬁﬁ At home hair salon
FEl ##E  Kuriyama Kazunori

18 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025



AR
EXTRA PRIZE

E@j’ 21 ﬁ@zl‘ J U The end of summer, The end of me
#%BE EF Goto Kyohei

*.L\TC 15 E-%*&-(:Dht LY T Take us to school
Wl FIEF  Koyanagi Wakako
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%L\E Hot day
B% fBX Sekiya Toshio

#ﬁ ﬁ#‘ﬁ%%fz The gossip well
=1 Z& Takahashi Hisayoshi

20 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025
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EXTRA PRIZE

f% Monkey go

d#F%F Z|E  Tsujimori Akihiro

i@{%é‘% Overprotective
A FEE  Tsuzuki Kazuo
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?ﬂ'ﬂi Sound asleep
M BAME  Nomura Akio

?ﬁﬁﬁ Reinforcement
FHN  BR Nomura Seiji
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EXTRA PRIZE

%Zﬁ >/ Shunned by all
FF#f E3h Nomura Masahiro

L EE&E S Everyone, gather now
EiR IEA Hikosaka Syoji
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I~

Sl vl N _Cﬁﬁ 100 {E.‘ I 100 times more energy with cherry tomatoes !
#R #E Henmi Ayaka

i r: ?  When can we start ?
KEF B  Mizuno Takao

24 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025
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EXTRA PRIZE

ARX— E_E 2 H' I Look, It's snoopy !

=% &8 Miyake Kiyotsugu

7054’\_ ~ t—a: A private beach
L ZF  Yamasaki Aiko
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She CNEWETEZSH, 1 think I'l take this one
Wl {ZF5 Yamasaki Masaharu

H-o N *ETC— I Great fortune !
T EE  Yamashita Kiyomi
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EXTRA PRIZE

i?":i TE\ %c’: V) S)ba 7213 Milk over money

IWH %F Yamada Masako

357':5%113 I Come again !

EREF BREZ  Yono Teruhiko
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

%*L LE— 3’ Excuse us

L7 1EF  Anzai Masahide

*ﬂ%ﬁ? < i 3- Waiting for a treat

R F2Z  Ieki Hiroyuki

E-F U G)Eﬂﬁ An afternoon nap
B#F XK Ishimori Fumio

2025 sWfeEm 1—E7 274V FRAK 29



g\ ﬁd)ﬁ?‘)\J:T.:H t Well, mine's better

A& 23 Enomoto Ruito

B0 4 O — The best sleep ever
BEE XZE Ebisawa Fumio

,% 7] V) 7 U The bird of disappointment
MAEF 1517 Enzyoji Nobuyuki
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

ININIZHADILT On dad's shoulders
X® A8 Otaka Hisayoshi

5ﬁ§§ Sea monkey
K& 18F& Otaki Toshitaka

WEDHE—] One bird

A I Okamura Nakae
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1@(‘%‘3 DL ? How do I look ?
AR 22— Okamoto Koichi

W DFEE Double tragedy
k5 #F Ogishima Noriko

HULW®B5H Lighten wp

&FHA %A Katsuki Tsuneharu
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HONORABLE MENTION

,*’EA ‘) yﬂ A sheltered girl

fiEE H  Kato Noboru

v — ZEE Sauce face
£F ZE Kaneko Kaoru

ﬁ'l'(DL\:/ O Bed of nails
€% E#F Kaneko Yoshinori

2025 csWfeEm 1—E7274J2VFRK 33



ﬁ"]% 73 A The fishing turtle
AR #BF Kuranami Teruko

BIABBZREEZFXEU LD A massage for mam

28 FE Kurosu Yukimi

3:5\:\ b L\E ? Asea delicacy
£l ®F Kuwayama Tomoko
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

EZ% ﬁ/\ 25 Ripe and ready
Ik Bk Kobayashi Masao

5§tl’f 1)77 >/ Aliens among us
#H M Sasada Masayo

&-)'("'."-C?J: I A reversal of roles
{EBE ZX Sato Takao
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~

<> 0IC%» AC Synchronized kitties
el EHIF  Shibasaki Machiko

NyFYLTE!? Be clear.

7BK #  Shimizu Susumu

Eﬁﬁ :F' Occupied

2L #¥83% Sugie Terumi
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

BABEZ VAL School wall-climbing competition
#AK #F Suzuki Hisashi

E (:%ﬁ Leaves for eyes
AR BE%E  Suzuki Teruo

Hi]EFIOJ 70D L A Downtown pro wrestling
) IE# Segawa Masanori
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75“/\1 lih%ﬁ EB Got the girl !

BAX BBF Sekiya Akiko

E < %"] > T 3 Hurry up and catch one
IR IEfT Takeoka Masayuki

ltl.’.?':"\a":?l.\'CJ: I Over here !

Hil 5% Tayama Yushi
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HONORABLE MENTION

v )L 4 BE4S > R Shall we dance ?
% W= Tawa Yuji

Tlf-, 5 LY Flower fortune-telling
£ &% Cho Yoshihide

EZKJ:E? ! Landing in Japan !

& X Hanashima Toshio
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}%%3'11 ? ﬁﬁ’éﬁﬂﬁ'faﬁ? = T Oh, you're taking photos ? Pardon Me.
[FE 5% Harada Fumio

EEL\ Shopping spree
RE BU# Harikae Masao

*-L\?’J‘FT.J"% On guard duty
B &R3  Fujimori Yasuo

40 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2025



1
HONORABLE MENTION

BRE»S Z TI'm going to eat you ?
B[ IEHE Fujiwara Masanori

E\:\mﬁ]% A long nap

HE A& Furuya Osamu

El.ﬁ,,% The weather crow
2% #E Hoshino Ikuo

2025 csWkeEm 1—E7274RJVFRAM 4



%EE Smile

BHE BF Masuda Tetsuko

PULPEL- ! Ilpunish you!

ME AR Matuda Yuji

ﬁ%{q(jt Wo T 6 2 lJ ¥ L) Take care and so long !
Jlf 3 Mizobata Hitoshi
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

iﬂﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ( Earth Swimming
=R EMR Miyasaka Motonari

jcil?% I love you

=I§ EX Miyazaki Shinji

e @ﬂ% t—) l/5 i L\fd: ~~ Deliciousness on tap
#H A Murai Yoshiharu
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HELE HH>5E->5 Hot!Hot!

Lt 7RBA  Murakami Hiroaki

ﬁé E':t Inverted Mount Fuji
$£H XM Mochizuki Daisuke

FA4RX3y M The perfect shot
WA —BA  Yamamoto Ichiro
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1
HONORABLE MENTION

%%EE'I% Tongue rolling with pride

WA 0UD% Yamamoto Hizuru

ENTEZEADE The belle of the ball
#IL A Yokoyama Syusaku
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Watanabe Yuto

Kurihara Yoko
Shibasaki Keiko
Minagawa Haruna

Katsuyama Haruya

Asano Mitsuo
Asayama Noboru
Tkenishi Mayu
Ichikawa Seiichi
Otani Yosuke
Kasahara Akira
Kajitani Hiroshi
Kato Yasuhiko
Kamano Hiroshi
Kawarazaki Hisakazu
Kusama Toshio
Kuriyama Kazunori
Goto Kyohei
Koyanagi Wakako
Sekiya Toshio
Takahashi Hisayoshi
Tsujimori Akihiro
Tsuzuki Kazuo
Nomura Akio
Nomura Seiji
Nomura Masahiro
Hikosaka Syoji
Henmi Ayaka
Mizuno Takao
Miyake Kiyotsugu
Yamasaki Aiko
Yamasaki Masaharu
Yamashita Kiyomi
Yamada Masako
Yono Teruhiko

Anzai Masahide
Ieki Hiroyuki
Ishimori Fumio
Enomoto Ruito
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Aichi

Fukushima
Saitama
Ehime

Saitama

Kyoto

Mie

Tokyo
Aomori
Saitama
Saitama
Hiroshima
Tokyo
Kanagawa
Shizuoka
Nagano
Wakayama
Saitama
Saitama
Gunma
Saitama
Shizuoka
Aichi
Tokyo
Kanagawa
Kanagawa
Saitama
Saitama
Toyama
Saitama
Kochi
Saitama
Kagoshima
Osaka
Oita

Fukushima
Tokyo
Fukushima
Saitama
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Ebisawa Fumio
Enjoji Nobuyuki
Otaka Hisayoshi
Otaki Toshitaka
Okamura Nakae
Okamoto Koichi
Ogishima Noriko
Katsuki Tsuneharu
Kato Noboru
Kaneko Kaoru
Kaneko Yoshinori
Kuranami Teruko
Kurosu Yukimi
Kuwayama Tomoko
Kobayashi Masao
Sasada Masayo
Sato Takao
Shibasaki Machiko
Shimizu Susumu
Sugie Terumi
Suzuki Hisashi
Suzuki Teruo
Segawa Masanori
Sekiya Akiko
Takeoka Masayuki
Tayama Yushi
Tawa Yuji

Cho Yoshihide
Hanashima Toshio
Harada Fumio
Harikae Masao
Fujimori Yasuo
Fujiwara Masanori
Furuya Osamu
Hoshino Ikuo
Masuda Tetsuko
Matsuda Yuji
Mizobata Hitoshi
Miyasaka Motonari
Miyazaki Shinji
Murai Yoshiharu
Murakami Hiroaki
Mochizuki Daisuke
Yamamoto Ichiro
Yamamoto Hizuru
Yokoyama Syusaku
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Tokyo
Saitama
Ehime
Chiba

Mie
Yamaguchi
Saitama
Fukuoka
Tochigi
Saitama
Nagasaki
Saitama
Chiba
Chiba
Saitama
Ehime
Aichi
Saitama
Kanagawa
Hyogo
Saitama
Tokyo
Iwate
Gunma
Gifu
Saitama
Tokyo
Fukuoka
Saitama
Aichi
Saitama
Okayama
Saitama
Nagano
Yamanashi
Fukuoka
Miyazaki
Osaka
Saitama
Wakayama
Kyoto
Yamaguchi
Shizuoka
Osaka
Kumamoto
Osaka
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