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MESSAGE

This year, we were able to publish a superb collection of
pieces brimming with humor and wonderful artwork.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the
applicants and all those involved for their efforts.

This photo contest chooses the unlikely theme of “humor,”
and takes place in Saitama City due to the city’s associations
with Kitazawa Rakuten, a pioneer of modern Japanese
manga (comic books).

Saitama City treats the essential element of *humor” in
manga as a part of the city’s distinctive and unique culture.
It is with great delight that we celebrate the 33rd edition of
this contest this year.

Every year, the “Saitama City Humor Photo Contest” receives
submissions from a diverse range of applicants, including
children and older individuals.

We hope you enjoy the many different takes on humor
including photos both intentional and accidental shots, as
well as exquisite titles that brilliantly express these works.
Additionally, in Saitama City, we are hosting the “Saitama
City International Cartoon Festival” and the “Saitama City
Kitazawa Rakuten Manga Award” concurrently with this
contest. Furthermore, the Cartoon Art Museum (located
Bonsaicho, Kita Ward) and Plaza North serve as hubs for
promoting various activities related to “cartoons” and
“humor” culture. We appreciate your continued support and
cooperation in fostering the culture of cartoons and humor
and invite you to explore these places of humor on your

journey.

Hayato Shimizu, Mayor of Saitama City
November 2024
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Review of Saitama City Humor Photo Contest 2024
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Judges
Akaishi Michiyo Comic artist
Arai Taro Comic artist, Saitama Tourism Ambassador
Kono Kazunori Former chair of the Photographic Society of Japan, Former editor-in-chief of the magazine Nippon
Camera
Kobayashi Susumu Permanent member of All-Japan Association of Photographic Societies SAITAMA
Suzuki Masuo Photographer, Member of Japan Photographers Association, Former photographer of the magazine
Shukan Josei
Sanyutei Rakusho Rakugo performer, Saitama Tourism Ambassador
Iwase Nami Editorial Department of the Local town magazine Acore Omiya
Okada Mio 2nd-grade student belonging to the Photography Club at Omiya Kita High School

Kiyokawa Kazuyasu 2nd-grade student belonging to the Photography Club at Omiya Kita High School
*Honorific titles are omitted.
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Comments from the Judges

This year marked the 33rd anniversary of the start of “Saitama City Humor Photo Contest.” We received a considerable
number of photographs from young people this year as we did last year, which we believe indicates that people, including
lower aged children, are getting used to taking photos as one of their daily activities with smartphones and tablet PCs
thanks to technological advancements. This year, we received about 2,300 photos from people of all ages, both young and
old.

While it has become more difficult to express ourselves in public in recent years as we are increasingly required to respect
each other’'s personal rights, the photos that we received represent diversity with attractive titles, and we believe that
each photographer thought outside the box to take his or her photo full of humor.

We will continue to hold this contest in hopes of encouraging many people to take humorous photographs that bring joy
and delight to those who see them.
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Saitama City Humor Photo Contest 2024 : Entry Guidelines
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Saitama City focuses on one aspect of humorous culture based
on cartoon art, as the place that is remembered with Rakuten
Kitazawa, the father of the modern Japanese cartoon. Great
efforts have been poured into projects about cartoon. This
contest is one of such projects. Speaking of a humorous
culture, humorous incidents in our daily lives create a pleasant
sensation. Taking this into account, the Humor Photo Contest
has been held, in which wide generations are able to participate.
We are pleased to invite you herewith to apply for the contest.

ETheme: Humor
Photographs, taken by accident or on purpose, that contain
humor, are acceptable.

HRules:

Entrants can send in a maximum of 5 photographs. 2L paper
size (127mmx178mm) ~Quarter size (254mmx305mm).~ Both
monochrome and color are accepted, digital camera can also
be used. Entry is limited to original works that have not
formerly been displayed or exhibited and to which the
entrant holds all applicable rights. *Works that have won
prizes in other contests or that have been submitted to other
contests currently underway, including similar works, are
not eligible.

The content may be changed or cancelled due to unavoidable
circumstances, such as the impact of new coronavirus
infection. In such cases, entries will not be returned and
printing and shipping costs will not be refunded.

HMEntry regulations:

Anyone can enter the contest with free of charge. (Shipping
fee is borne by participants) ~ The application form must be
filled and attached to the back side of each photograph. No
photographs will be returned to the entrants.” We can not
file objections regarding screening and display of prize-
winning works. *Entrants agree to fully indemnify the
organizer and accept all responsibility for any third-party
complaints or objections concerning copyright or other
intellectual property rights infringement or damages arising
from the works submitted.

HPrize:
Grand Prize 100,000 yen (1) . Excellent Prize 50,000 yen (3)
Honorable Mention 10,000 yen (30) Citations Gifts (50)

HDeadline: August 31, 2024

HENotification of the prize:
Prizes winners will be notified by the Organizer by the middle
October.

BAddress (Organizer):
Plaza North, Saitama City
1-852-1 Miyahara-cho, Kita Ward, Saitama-shi, Saitama
331-0812, Japan
/Phone: 81-48-653-9255 Fax: 81-48-653-9288
http://www.plazanorth.jp/

HRight of ownership:
The organizer holds ownership rights for the photographs
that win the prize described above. Those photos will be
used for materials which might be sold, as well as publicity
by Saitama City and Plaza North.
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GRAND PRIZE

e @*ﬁﬂ‘c i é 75‘0) %‘,ﬂﬂtﬂh Running out of energy in such a posture
B[ %% Shigeoka Yoshimi
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EXCELLENT PRIZE

NA47114 Myway
AW H  Asayama Noboru

2024 =W M A—EPI72A4RIVFRN 7



%57 Smiling window
/NE)l B— Koishikawa Ryoichi

SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024
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EXCELLENT PRIZE

I TIVIEEBE A Anangellike monk
{EEH EF Hanada Hiroko
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EXTRA PRIZE

I_,..#."F'
e, TR

—ATTEBEA ! Icandoital by myself!
® F# Azuma Chiaki

rb )% AJ r; A1 ! | Does anyone know the answer? "Me !"
A BE  Tkeda Katsumi

2024 sWiEm A—E7 2742 VFRE 11



BAATNTIZLY 1 want a piggyback ride.
A#F XK Ishimori Fumio

R T A - —
=rl il Hi‘ti;;ﬁ-:::l"-

3’33&3/\1‘ ﬁ"]nrcck Daddy, I caught a fish.

4K = Ushiki Minoru
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EXTRA PRIZE

EE}( Shell monster
KiE 8B Otaki Toshitaka

ﬁ% O)ﬁﬁ' Ninjutsu art of shadow cloning
A#8 &fE Onishi Hironori
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FAJ ) ﬁv In one "personal" jump
®a & Kajitani Hiroshi

ZKAEEEE Identity verification
BE TIEF Kashima Kanako
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EXTRA PRIZE

iﬁﬂjt‘!‘; I Cheer up!

F B Kishi Hiromitsu

H% ‘) 0)5 Eh A village festival at dusk

EA =BB Kunimoto Saburo
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ZBHB,% LE 3’ I Thank you for having me !

AKX EF Kume Keiko

:F%:—EEIE: Thousand-armed Kannon
/I#F BB Kobayashi Naoji
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EXTRA PRIZE

ﬁJE < 2:5 EE We enjoy a nap time together.
RO #  Sakaguchi Ayumi

*% L\Ij\ﬁ\,\ Laughing loudly, laughing gently
BH B3E  Sakurai Katsumi
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%’é‘fi}ﬁ Child-rearing support
{E@E & Sato Takashi

mi A Burning with a flame
B &B% Shima Tadafumi
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EXTRA PRIZE

FARST A Mr. driftwood
/NE BX  Shozu Tsuneo

ﬁﬂ%\}gﬁ | We have a typhoon approaching rapidly !
27749 — Bf%E Surakuta Yukimi
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%ﬁﬁiﬁ&) A 9 ‘f)lf Our new purification style
H& 28 Tamura Hoshiro

/\>9: Bench
B BX Nagakura Yasuo
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EXTRA PRIZE

E&%"&Lbhf Forced from home
¥8 B Nojima Takao

< L» 37'75‘&'.% 5 I think I'm gonna sneeze |
KB #X  Hirota Kazuo
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5%&5: ! ﬂ'#ﬁ)lf— j@%ﬁ; A sensational photo capturing the reality of a group of herons !
f@f EAB] Fukunishi Ryotaro

Ao TEWVLD ? Cancome in?
A #7F Honma Shizuko

22 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024
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EXTRA PRIZE

iﬁl’ Walking
=% K Miura Tamio

tZ -C:E;?é lJ L\ﬁb“%"‘z We are the family that can have fun anywhere.
KE &HX Mizukami Takao
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%l'fﬂ%ﬁ% A photo of a fried leg

HFT % Morishita Minoru

% DIV 7°)l¢ A couple at a festival
i =BB Yamanaka Saburo
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EXTRA PRIZE

:E; 5@%/\;%& Come on, get up !

BHF] BR  Yuri Otoka

Hsi%ck"' ! Hﬂtﬁ') TWaL~1 Hey, look at the camera ! Oh, its' crooked !
KB R Yonekura Tatsuo
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R
HONORABLE MENTION

EHI Litte devil
#FH L3E  Arai Hiromi

HAANAERFB=NEK !

I feel like drinking a can of the alcohol beverage Takohai !
FBE & Ito Akira

E,*E\\'\ Love your shoulder
R 27T Ito Ritsuko
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F->T [F4 A Don't get too close.

HLE 1 Inoue Tsutomu

‘f )lljJ %Eﬁ/& A dolphin flies in the sky.
P8 3BA  Utsumi Hideaki

< /U t 5 Eb‘iﬁﬁ“ A ladybug tumbles down.
‘ AH #¥2Z Ota Hiroshi

28 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024
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HONORABLE MENTION

c /\173: (;? l./ » 7::!: 75"3 TC GW Who could have imagined such GW holidays?
KERK  #®8L  Otsuka Masuhiro

Z&) AR Sorry.

f##HE fE Kanda Nobumasa

Lo IR( L‘b‘tﬁ ?  Shall we take a break?
i FX  Kikuchi Kazuo
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A(D'Iﬂ' The world of humans
FLE A Kishigami Masato

E(D Ly |\0'> X-ray of the sky
T #FZBEB Kudo Kenjiro

30 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024

%Q Lol
E&Y ML Kishaba Kazuhiro
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HONORABLE MENTION

|| 3

T g

ﬁ‘:‘ﬁﬁ') < i 3‘ ? Aml using it right?
/MO ¥ Koguchi Jun

EEE’:I/UEH’ t I What a hard skull !
N2 EREB  Kosugi Kenjiro

ch<r3 —)l/;'%rv: W How icy-cold this shawl is !
S%H £&, Konno Kinya
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Eﬂﬁﬁﬁ Centipede race

#HE B8 Shigeta Shoji

*Eﬁmﬁ%" Obey the loading rules.
7E7K  #£  Shimizu Susumu

L’K*E'Eiﬁ :E'\" >/ A bumbling conductor Kamoyan
B B Shirota Kiyonobu
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HONORABLE MENTION

TSJ: <\‘ Swim
#21 #@3% Sugie Terumi

Q\EODE E:F lJ Carps dried in the sun
#K % Suzuki Hisashi

Eﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ V) A tree frog takes shelter from the rain.
#%AK 17%  Suzuki Yukio
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71 —>/ A party stunt, "Aiin"
13X Takii Yasuo

HEH

B UTAD Oh-it's just a man--

AN Efi# Takeuchi Isao

Th
i

ET FF Tateshita Saiko
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HONORABLE MENTION

L 1 il
r'”all r'-

1% é Protective coloration
ff)Il FTIE Nakagawa Yukinobu

mﬁ I've been hit.

fE B8 Nishizawa Yuji

87 7/ \w EF I'm applying facial treatment.
a I . #R IE—BF Nishimura Masaichiro
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MTHE & WBRH A quick drink in the field
#E Y XF Noushou Tsuneko

:&)/U I My bad!
&/l BB Hasegawa Yoshiaki

36 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024

AANARERS>Bwv>fck !

I've been hit by the Kamehameha blast !!
BN #®AB Nomoto Yoshiharu
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HONORABLE MENTION

BIIFZFDARI T —TZ 1 I'maforest boxer !

WO %% Higuchi Hayami

%/de:/ \‘j'j' Bananas !
N B Hirakawa Masaaki

%ﬂ* l/% 5 UE What an appetizing leg !
EXA R Fujimoto Akira

2024 =WeEdm A—EP 74 RIVFTRE 37



*;73% My precious thing
B#H AR%  Fujimori Yasuo

I L — What is this?
2 IEXEB Hoshi Shotaro

38 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024

ﬂ&%a)ﬁcEl Holiday of an ogress

HE & Furuya Osamu
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HONORABLE MENTION

kv F/\A 2 Hitchhiking
2% P Hoshino Kunitaka

ﬁl‘]b‘ﬂﬁ?} We finally gathered here !
B % Matsuda Yuji

FDZTT— B Mushroom art
KB =FEF Mizutani Sachiko
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?E%E% L/E Walking on tiptoe

Bif 19 Mizobata Hitoshi

iE 1? Oh, deer, seriously I?

= 3% Miya Yumi

40 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024

%ﬁ (A EP Hairdressing

ZF #— Minegishi Seiichi
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HONORABLE MENTION

UV & S FFE Hyoge-mon, a humorous thing
NE ®BEHF Murakami Tomoharu

EEWEHBETY HV-- We're sorry, but we're full now.
HR B#  Yanagisawa Fusachika

BB Murasaki Shikibu
L& &  Yamazaki Kiyoshi

2024 csWeEm 1—E7274RJVFRAM 4
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(375‘(:%&75‘\:‘73 WD — ? Isn't there anyone else here?
W™ & Yamashita Satoru

77 7027 — An aflo hair
IL'F B¥ Yamashita Ryoko

Al

mae ﬁm.mmr F’YE(C T During my trip

e IUE  B§Z  Yamada Haruyuki
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HONORABLE MENTION

giant Step giant step
WA #B#E  Yamamoto Kuniharu

IBBETT &L ? Lets take turns.

FHE #X  Yoshino Ikuo
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Shigeoka Yoshimi

Asayama Noboru
Koishikawa Ryoichi
Hanada Hiroko

Azuma Chiaki
Tkeda Katsumi
Ishimori Fumio
Ushiki Minoru
Otaki Toshitaka
Onishi Hironori
Kajitani Hiroshi
Kashima Kanako
Kishi Hiromitsu
Kunimoto Saburo
Kume Keiko
Kobayashi Naoji
Sakaguchi Ayumi
Skurai Katsumi
Sato Takashi
Shima Tadafumi
Shozu Tsuneo
Surakuta Yukimi
Tamura Hoshiro
Nagakura Yasuo
Nojima Takao
Hirota Kazuo
Fukunishi Ryotaro
Honma Shizuko
Miura Tamio
Mizukami Takao
Morishita Minoru
Yamanaka Saburo
Yuri Otoka
Yonekura Tatsuo

Arai Hiromi
Ito Akira

Ito Ritsuko
Inoue Tsutomu
Utsumi Hideaki

44 SAITAMA CITY HUMOR PHOTO CONTEST 2024
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